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logy, " is to decrease the number of Celtic words in Eng-
lish ... the number of Celtic words adopted into English
before the twelfth century is less than a dozen, and several
of these were probably imported from Ireland or the Con-
tinent"1. If the bulk of the nation had been other than
Teutonic, it is impossible to believe that more numerous
traces of their speech would not have been imprinted on our
language ; and their absence is " an objection which goes to
the root of the whole matter "a. As to law, Stubbs declared
that " the vestiges of Romano-British law which have
filtered through local custom into the common law of
England ... are infinitesimal "3. In religion the Saxons
remained heathen for a century and a half, while their
ultimate conversion was the work of missionaries from
Rome. The names of our villages, we are also told, " are
so overwhelmingly English that a British name is almost as
rare as a British word in our language " 4. It is extremely
improbable that a small group of settlers, planted in the
midst of a Celtic village, would have been able to impose
its own nomenclature upon the native population, when
we bear in mind how stubbornly the inhabitants of a
village cling to the old traditions and landmarks. All
this makes it incredible that the Celts formed the most
considerable element in the population5. Moreover, Bcde
tells us that the homes of the Angles were left empty, and
this indicates a migration of tribes and not of a mere handful
of piratical chieftains6.
Roman          There is a wide divergence of opinion as to the extent of
ln. Roman influences on Britain and the nature of the English
Conquest.   Britain was ordered after the usual manner of
1 L. P. Smith, The English Language (1912), 50. Similarly, H, C, \VyM,
The Historical Study of the Mother Tongue (1906), 238.
a F. W. Maitland. Domesday Booh and tteyond (1897), 222.
*  W. Stubbs, The Constitutional History of England (6th eel.), i. 67.
4 W. H. Stevenson, in The English Historical Kevicw, iv. 358; tlu*sc
names must " record an enormous displacement of the native population ".
8 Freeman did not hold, as is often supposed, thf* theory of complete
extermination : Four Oxford Lectures (1888), GO, 74-75, S.5.
*   Venerabilis Baedae Opera Hi^torica (ed. C. Hummer,  iS<>6), i, 31 ;
chapter 15.   H. M. Chadwick (The Origin oftht English Nation, ivoj. p, 185)
regards Bede's statement as an exaggeration, but seems to agree with tho
main contention.